Kalam's Call To The Nation

Samsuddin

Samsuddin, Dr.Kalam's cousin and a good friend, was the only
newspaper distributor of Rameshwaram. The newspaper bundles were
hurriedly dropped from the train at the Rameshwaram railway station.
Samsuddin engaged Kalam in collecting the papers and distributing them.
Kalam feels that no matter how much he later earned, he could never forget
his first salary.

Influence of Teachers

Sivasubramania Iyer: Instilling Self-esteem

Sivasubramania Iyer was Kalam's science teacher who was a
Brahmin. He had a conservative wife. He once invited Kalam for a meal.
His wife refused to serve him, as he was a Muslim. So he himself served
Kalam. Next week, when Kalam again visited his teacher's house, she had
changed so much that she herself served him. This incident taught him the
value of oneness that his teacher made him learn through practice. He also
learnt that a person should first "be", then "do" and "tell" others.

Ramanathasastry, son of Lakshmanasastry and a close friend of
Kalam, used to sit beside Kalam in the school. Kalam was in the 7th standard
when a new teacher came to his school. He could not bear the fact that a
Muslim boy was sitting beside a Brahmin boy who wore a Janaau (sacred
thread).

He then asked Kalam to sit at the back. This incident remained
etched in the mind of Kalam. Both of them informed about the same to
their parents. Lakshmana Sastry reprimanded the teacher in front of the
boys for practising religious intolerance. He finally reformed this young teacher.

Friends' influence contribute 25% to the personality.
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